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WHERE'S THE WOOD, you ask? Read "SHAVINGS" on page 4 for an explanation 


NOT MANY reports of new woods lately. Expect to see some new ones next month 


following the O.N.A. 


BARRY UMAN wrote a history on the late Douglas Ferguson, detailing many of his 
achievements. A portion of it 1s reprinted in this issue on pages 5 & 6. As explained in 
the bio. Mr. Ferguson held many high positions and was an international figure. He 
issued many woods and had a huge collection. | recall conversations with the late Norm 
Wells where he was explaining what a task 11 was to sort out a wood collection for a bant. 
in Ottawa. If my memory serves me correctly. that collection was trom the estate of 
Doug Ferguson. Norm used to make regular trips to Ottawa and spent many hours 
identifving and sorting the woods. Vs 


THE O.N.A. CONVENTION is drawing near and another reminder 1s splashed below. 
As you read the dates and times, please note that the bourse opens to the public on 
SATURDAY at 10.00 a.m. Although the dates are given as Apnl 22-24. Friday is the 
reception for registrants only. And don't forget the C.A.W.M.C. meeting on Saturday 3-5 
p.m. Your editor will be there looking for new (and old) woods for publication in Timber 
Talk. If vou have any news of interest to the membership please come iorward. T.1. 
needs material. 


__ » 5 a Were 


1994 ONA CONVENTION 


& APRIL 22 - 24 
a « HOLIDAY INN YORKDALE 
‘ NORTH YORK, ONT. 


HOTEL ROOM RESERVATIONS: 
1-800-HOLIDAY (1-800-465-4329) 


YOUR HOST: NORTH YORK COIN CLUB 
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PAY VV. DID BE Ue 9, atria oe ee lee by Norm Belsten 

The cataloguing of wooden money, tokens, and souvenirs is a very time 
consuming and sometimes frustrating task. When writing to certain organizations, 
businesses, and people, | often do not receive an answer. Even when | have 
included an S.A.S.E. or money with my request, to cover costs, it doesn't seem to 
help. | thank all those members, however, who have responded and took the time 
to write to me. Several sent either the wood or photocopy of a newly discovered 
issue, while others sent the info | was seeking. One thing | will mention is that, 
although | receive a photocopy of the wooden nickel, | still need to know what 
colour(s) it is. This is a very important detail in the identification of a wood. 
Sometimes the printing is a different colour on each side and sometimes even 
multi-coloured on the same side. Occasionally the wood itself is painted or stained. 
These qualities should be noted in the descriptions. Also, whenever possible, the 
quantity issued should be supplied. This usually (although not always) has a 
bearing on the rarity of a wood and is a useful catalogue feature. 

| now have over 5200 different woods listed on my computer, and the list 
keeps growing. By the time the O.N.A. holds its convention in Toronto in April, | 
hope to have the second supplement ready for collectors. 


PEREREERRERERERERERREREREREREBREREREDR 
CAWMC OFFICERS 


President: PAT WHITE 
Vice President: EARL SALTERIO 
Secretary-Treasurer: AL MUNRO 


Past President and 
Chairman of the 
Board of Govemors: 

Elected Members of the 
Board of Governors: 
GARRY BRAUNWARTH, RUSS BROWN, 
WAYNE GILLCASH, DON ROBB, 


NORM BELSTEN 


FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH 


BARRY UMAN, LOU VESH 


APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Editor: LOU VESH 
Membership Chairman. RON ZELK 
Fund Raiser: GARRY BRAUNWARTH 


Auction Coordinator: AL MUNRO 
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DUES: Membership dues in the Canadian 
Association of Wooden Money Collectors is $10.00 
per calendar year and should be forwarded to our 
Membership Chairman - Ron Zelk at R.P.O. Box 
77575, 592 Sheppard Ave. W., Downsview, Ont. 
Canada, M3H 6A7. 


Like the ambiguous expression, "There it 
was, gone!", this month's free wood isn't 
enclosed in the envelope. It has been 
earmarked and stored for shipping at a 
later date. A box of the above woods 
was sent to Timber Talk by AL MUNRO, 
with a short note and a reference to ALF 
WRIGLEY, (of the former "A & A Hobby 
Helpers"). This leaves a haze over the 
identity of the donor. Credit in that regard 
will be published when clarified. The 
above wood is listed as 8140-152. 
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JERRY REMICK writes that CAWMC member Walter Loudon is seriously ill in hospital 
with pneumonia. Walter turned 95 this past January 30th. His family have long since gone. 
but the family he lives with at 1498 Joy Road, Mascouche Heights. Quebec. J7]. 2K3. will 
see that he gets any mail sent to him at that address. Jerry suggests that your letters. cards . 
and woods. will encourage him back to health and may be sent to the above address. Over 
the vears. Walter has contributed many woods to Timber Talk for distribution to its 
members. We wish him a speedy recovery. 


ROCKO RG i ik aR 


HENRY HEINEK  has_ discovered an 
interesting wood shown at right. He describes 
it as thinner than a regular wood, and purple. 
(presumably the printing). One side has 
"WOODEN LOONIE” with a caricature of a 
bird. and on the reverse 1s printed: “GILIJS 
Brat o eat eoiliLNi, = oe, | Wisi. 
... HERITAGE MUSEUM". 

No other info is available at this time. Henry believes the museum is open in the 
summer only. We look forward to a follow-up on this piece. 


JOHN CURTIS came up with the wood at "ine Dano SON Po, > 
right and is trving to track it down. One side 1s 7 igs 4 el Ns AS os 
pnnted with "CURLEY MacKAY & SONS. eat Mey | = ‘\ 
BRANDON, MAN." The reverse is stamped . &’5ONS $1. 00 
& 


"VALUE ONE DOLLAR... LIMIT 1 PER a seg, MAN oe ete 


PURCHASE" with a large "$1.00" in the center." :s. és! . 
it ue Beep ee 


a 6 Be ake 


ut 
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Thanks to NORM BELSTEN for sending the information to Timber Talk on the above 
two woods. 
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JOHN BRENNAN. of Ottawa. has issued the 


St. Patrick's Day wood shown at right. A nice frat Reg. eek "BRENNAN ? 
piece appropriately done in metallic green. boo. bQiee PE sheen He 
John advises that this wood is available for an \s>- ol KN SME a 
S.A.S.E. while supplies last. VS PAP, eg es ey 5* ww 
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Millions long for immortality who do not know what to do with themselves on a rainy 
Sunday afternoon. Susan Ertz. 
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SHAVINGS from the Editor's workbench: . és 


A few weeks ago I conducted a. small scale survey, at my own expense, to 
determine one possible method of sending out woods in such a manner as to escape the 
mangle of the mails. 

A letter size (8 1/2" x 11") sheet of corrugated cardboard 
was drilled out with 13 holes as shown at right. Paper was 
pasted on each side in the same fashion as the "one holers" 
which I often make up for the free woods going out with 
Timber Talk. 

For the purpose of this survey, wood blanks were used ini place of "real" woods. 
The cardboard sleeve was mailed out in a 9" x 12" manila envelope at a cost of $1.35 
postage. Five envelopes went out to cooperating members, | each to Alberta, Ontario, 
Quebec, New Brunswick, and the U.S.A. Each was returned, using the S.A.S.E. 
enclosed. This means that each set had two runs through the mails. Since all the woods 
came back in perfect condition, I have to say the survey was a success. I would guess 
that an envelope of such a size is not processed in the same manner as a regular sized 
envelope and somchow escapes the machinery that usually does all the damage. 

In view of these results, the free wood this month is not enclosed. Future free 
issues will also be withheld pending an executive decision to allow me to ship them in a 
manner that will overcome the breakage crisis. From my personal point of view, making 
up the punched cardboard sheets is not a big problem. They could be partially made up 
over a period of several months and the extra work would be compensated by the 
convenience of not having to include the wood each month. Holes would be punched to 
accommodate both 1 1/2 "and 1] 3/4" sized woods. Flats, if any, would be attached on 
the outside of the cardboard. The woods would be shipped out once a year, most likely 
in December, with the December issue of Timber Talk included. This change is not a 
permanent one, but a device of this editor, so it is not a crucial one. When I accepted the 
editorship I agreed to hold this post for 2 years. The next editor may revert back to the 
old system or initiate something new. 

Many members already have their woods withheld, and more requests are arriving 
each month. Some have even sent in money to cover the extra postage which may, or 
may not, be necessary. The cost would work out to approx. $1.00 per member annually 
and would likely not have to be levied. 

Much time and space has been taken up in the printing of the problem of breakage 
in the mails. I apologize for using up a whole page on the topic in this article. Hopefully, 
a solution is provided in the above change, and it will become a dead issue for at least the 
remainder of this year. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOGOOOOOOE OOO OOO GOOOOOOOOGOOOOGOOO) 


Nothing makes a person more productive than the last minute. 
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J.D. FERGUSON (1901-1981) 
by Barry Uman 


Joseph Douglas Ferguson was born at Bracebridge, Ontario on October 26, 1901. He 
was the son of the Reverend Doctor J.J. Ferguson and Susie [Pearson] Ferguson. The tamilv 
moved to Toronto where he attended public school and continued his education at 
Humberside Collegiate Institute and the University of Toronto. He was fortunate to make 
friends with Lester B. Pearson and Vincent Massey. In September 1928, he married Bessic 
Helena Hubbell and they celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 1978. They had one 
child, John Pearson Ferguson, who moved to Calgary. Susie Ferguson died on January 14. 
1979. "Doug Ferguson", as most of his close friends called him, passed away on December 
7, 1981 at Cocoa Beach, Florida. where he had spent the winters during the past dozen 
years. 

On December 12, 198] a memorial service was held at the Centenary United Church 
in Stanstead, Quebec of which he was a member. The reverend Carson-Hobbs officiated 
with the eulogy given by Mrs. M.W. MacDonald. The services were well attended with 
many out of town visitors. 

Doug Ferguson first worked for the Bell ‘Telephone of Canada after he graduated in 
Toronto. In April 1924, he was transferred to Montreal where he remained for ten vears. 
He held various management and supervisory positions. In June 1933, he and his family 
went to Stanstead. Quebec where he became general manager of Spencer Supports Ltd. 
which had just opened a plant at Rock Island. In 1955, he was elected president and 
managing director and from 1969 to 1975 he served as chairman of the board. When he 
retired as chairman, he continued as a member of the board of directors. He also served as 
the president of the Canadian Corset Manufacturers Association. 

Two interesting advertising medallions were issued by Spencer Supports. The first 
one commemorated the 1939 visit to Canada of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. The 
second piece was an advertising souvenir issued for an exhibition and was worth $2.00 on 
any purchase until October 31, 1962. 

Doug Ferguson served the Canadian Manufacturers Association for over 30 vears. 
from 1937-1968. He became the chairman of the Sherbrooke district and during the war 
years he progressed as chairman for the province of Quebec from 1945-1946 to the position 
of national vice-president trom 1949-1950/ 1952-1953. During 1953 he was elected as 
president and in 1968 he was appointed as the first honorary life member of the association. 
He represented the Canadian Manufacturers Association on the board of directors to the 
international Chamber of Commerce of Canada. 

Doug Ferguson served Canadian business as a representative to many conferences in 
the United States. U.K., and Asia. In 1962 he was a member and vice-chairman of Canadian 
Business and Industry Advisory Committee to the Organization for the Economic Co- 
operation and Development and N.A.T.O. as one of two vice-chairmen. From 1964-]966. 

on cont'd page 5 
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he served as chairman and as the first member on the international executive in Paris. He 
was successful in having Canada made one of the three countries to be permanent members 
of the executive board. Because of his connections with the world business community in 
Canada and abroad, he was often invited by Canadian cabinet ministers and prime ministers 
to Ottawa for consultations. He served four Canadian governments under the regimes of 
Mackenzie King. Louis St. Laurent, John Diefenbaker. and Lester Pearson. 

Doug Ferguson was a historian, which began at an early age with his maternal 
grandfather. Samuel Pearson told him the family history and origin. which began with the 
family departure from England and to the United States with William Penn. The family 
sided with England during the American Revolution and was forced to leave for the Toronto 
area where they acquired some crown land. During these long conversations and on Doug's 
fifth birthday. his grandfather gave him an early Colonial note of Pennsylvania. which the 
family had kept when they fled to Canada as United Empire Loyalists. This first sparked his 
interest In numismatics and led to the largest collection in Canada. Doug retained this 
Colonial note after he disposed of his collection. as a souvenir of his first interest in 
numismatics. 

Doug Ferguson joined the American Numismatic Association early and as an active 
member, he held many offices until he was elected president from 1941-1943. He was only 
the second Canadian ever to hold that high position. He was the first recipient of the A.N.A. 
Silver Medal of Merit and in 1966 he received the Farran Zerbe Award which is the highest 
award of the A.N.A. and the only non-American to be honored. In 1945, he was the first 
Canadian to be elected a fellow of the Roval Numismatic Society. He was also a tounding 
fellow of the Canadian Numismatic Research Society, a fellow of the American Numismatic 
Society. honorary president of the Canadian Numismatic Association. Canadian Paper 
Money Society, Province of Quebec Numismatic Association, Sherbrooke Coin Club and 
Border Coin Club. 

In "My 2 cents Worth", by Jack Veffer. Doug reminiscences about his election as 
president of the American Numismatic Association in 1941. It was the policy of the A.N.A. 
to recognize the importance of Canadians in the founding and support of the A.N.A. in its 
early years. It was the custom of the A.N.A. to reserve the position of 2nd vice president tor 
a Canadian A.N.A. member. Only one Canadian had been allowed to serve as president. 
i.e., Joseph Hooper of Port Hope, Ontario, who was one of the founders of the A.N.A. He 
had served when there was no requirement on nationality. 

Doug Ferguson had been elected 2nd V.P. from 1934-1936. He again served as 2nd 
V.P. from 1939-1941. But due to some internal political disputes, Doug had to assume 
chairman of the business meetings and also as a peacemaker between some of the executive 
members. He so impressed the executive members, that he was asked to run for president, 
rather than as vice president of the A.N.A. Doug pointed out that the by-laws forbade 


anyone but an American to be president. 
ne 1o be continued 


